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Nicaraguans Expel 3 Americans,
Charging ‘Macabre Plot’ on Aide

I—"." VO’-{K ""'V"‘Q
T June 1098z

STAT

By STEPHEN KINZER
wnmh\’ﬂh

MANAGUA, Nicaragua, June € —
The Nicaraguan Government expelled .
three American dipiomats -today,
charging one with overseemg a *“‘maca-
bre plot™ tohllm'mcapamtbeFor-.

for the Central Intelligence Agency. He |
said they were building a *‘counterrevo-

luticnary npetwork” whose members :

were to have formed *‘terrorist com- '

mando sguadsto carry mnamcbm

ourlade:s

The Umted States Embassy rejeaed
the charpges *‘in most empbatic terms”
and asked the Nicaraguans to.rescind
the expulsion orders, which it saicd *‘di~
recily contravene the most basicnorms
of diplomatic praclice.” An embassy
spokesmman, Gilbert Callaway, .de-

| scTipea the charges as luchc:rcms and
‘+ealllies.” v

At a pews conterence Mr. Cerna dxs-‘
_plaved what be said were implements
; g@ven. by the C.LLA. t0 .2 Nocaraguan
| woman Wwho was working as .a ‘double
age:m.. Among them were two booklers

.tor translating coded radio messages,
i pote paper that dissoived on -contact ]

with water and a bortle of adulterated -

liquor that was to be given to Foreign
Mmsreergueld’EscomBmchnm.

Codes Hidden in Carving -

i

g Tecting her to pick up the poisoned lig-

e e

] She said she supplied m.formauon
abwtthepu‘sm.l habits and political
views of some of bbr embassy col-
ll&l\g'usrmmt:m:::.gremllesdmM:a.xmgua
last September. ‘Before returning, she
! said, shewas given radio code books
{ hidden ina'wooden carving as well asa -
! portable Tadio and otber items, “which !

,‘mdlsphvadtodayforconspond—

ents.

On a ‘briet retorn visit o Honduras !
after moving to Managua, Miss Mop- !
i -cadasaid she was approached abiout the

of poisoning Foreign Mimnis-
ter @' Escoro. She was offered £5,000 for
. the job, she said, and agreed.
“ Sbesaid shewas given three lie Getec-
\ tor tests by C.I.A —compected techni-
| cians and apparently passed them all.
[ .-0n May 31, according to her account,
she recerved a coded radio message di-

uor, which she was told had been Jeft for

ber inside a bucket in an overgrown lot|

behind a restaurant. At the
; prescribed spot. she said, she found a
"-boxed bottle of Benedictine together]
with a pote.

“*Very important comply with follow-
‘ing Zostructions,” said the note, a copy,;
of which was sbown at today’s news
canfermee .

*'Protect bottle in a safe place, repeat
‘safe place. Wait for opporiune moment. j
Don’t lose hope but you musm’t lose|
muchumemdehven.ngn. Don’t be!
afraid, bave confidence, this will not
leave any trace. Remember what was
i explained to you in your last visit. It will

Tbe double agent, Mariena Moncada, |
received the liquor on Saturday, Mr.
Cerpa said 1t was deliver=d immedi-
atelv to Government chemists who con-
cluded Sunday that it contained a woxic
ingredient. :

Miss Moncada, who was at the news
canference, said she was working asa,
consular secretary at the Nicaraguan:

Embassy in Honduras last year when. 4

she was introduced 1o a man who gave
his name as Luis Rodriguez and *iden-
tifie¢ himself as a ‘member of the
C.1.A."" She said that Mr. Rodriguez ;
tried to recruit her and that, after con-
ferting with her superiors, she accepted -
his offer and began work as 2 doubje’
agent. .
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{pot bave any immediate effect and is
| pot tatal. I .assure you no risk. You
should notity as soop as you deliverit.”

Miss Moncada said her main contact’
! in Managua was one of the three Ameri-
can diplomats expelled today, Ermila
' L. Rodriguez. Photographs and video-
“tapes of Miss Moncada roeeting Mrs.
Rodriguez in Managua were shown at
the pews conference.

According to Mr. Cerna, Nicaraguan
chemists who analyzed the liguor-found
that it contained a mixture of various
acids that would produce delayed ef-
fects on anvone drinking it. After 10
days, the chetnists were reporied to
‘ brve said, the victim would experience

difficiity in walking and breathing,
would feel continuous nausea and ab-
dominal pain and would contract fever
and other ailments.
According to the chernists’ reporz, the
victim would later suffer coovulsions
| a0 be unable to speak clearly, and
could die from respiratorv failure. It

1 would be “‘particularty difficult” to tell
.| that these symptomns were not brought .
i about by by namral -causes, the.repont

said.

Besides Mr& Rodnguu. the A.men-
cans’ expelled today were Linda M. .
Pteitel, chief of the exnbassy’s political *
‘secron, and David N.-Greig, a political
-‘officer. Mr. Cerna accused both of
istimulating “‘rigit<wing political par-
'nsandlabonmms mmagamme

- 'Mr. Greig was:dznﬁﬁed hstyearm
a leftist Ni magarzine as the
officer in charpe of the C.I.A_ station in
Managua, and today Mr. Cerpa calied
him ‘tbechxefofzheC.LA_grmpmat
operates from the US. Embassy in
‘Nicaragua.”

Government otﬁczalsoﬂerednosuch
charges against Miss Pleitel, but Mr. !
Cerna said sbe regularly visited and-:
Sandinists within Nicaragua and
prssedthe:nwmmagamst

U.S.Issnabuna}'

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Jupe 6 — The United
States, reacting to Nicaragua’s expul- -
sion of three American diplomats,
denied roday that they had been plotting
against the Nicaraguan Government.

Alan Romberg, a State Department
spokesman, said the United States was

the expuision order to Nica-
ragua and was considering **what steps

right be appropriare in light of this ac-
nm'?

Mr. Romberg said the three Ameri-
cans had not left Nicaragua. .




